Early detection of brainstem glioma using brainstem auditory evoked potentials.
Brainstem tumor was suspected in an 11-year-old boy presenting with a painless lateral rectus palsy, on the basis of abnormal brainstem auditory evoked potentials (BAEP), despite normal computed tomographic studies, the diagnosis being confirmed by biopsy. The BAEP improved after radiation therapy, but their later deterioration heralded the onset of recurrence two weeks before any adverse clinical symptoms appeared. The value of BAEP studies in the early detection of brainstem lesions and in monitoring their progress, is discussed.